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TAGS: PBOR, OAS, HO, ES 

SUB J : CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT WILL NOT AFFECT BORDER MEDIATION 

1 . UPON HIS RETURN FROM COLOMBIA, FOREIGN MINISTER PALMA GALVEZ 
STATED THE MEDIATION PROCESS WITH EL SALVADOR WILL CONTINUE 
UNINTERRUPTED IN SPITE OF THE RESIGNATION OF CHIEF NEGOTIATOR 
CESAR BATRES. PALMA PRAISED BATRES' ABILITY BUT ADDED HONDURAS HAD 
"OTHERS WITH EQUAL OR BETTER CAPABILITY." PALMA ADDED THAT A RE- 
PLACEMENT HAD NOT YET BEEN NAMED. 

2. TH EXPECTED VISIT OF THE MEDIATOR, BUSTAMANTE Y RIVERA, 

WILL ALSO PROCEED AS PLANNED. 

3. PALMA ALSO SAID A REPLACEMENT FOR VICE FOREIGN MINISTER 
POLICARPO CALLEJAS WOULD BE NAMED SOON. CATE. IAS RESIGNED WITH 
BATRES WHEN GENERAL MELGAR WAS REMOVED AS CHIEF OF STATE. 
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4. COMMENT: PALMA'S STATEMENTS, AS THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES 
COMMUNIQUE WHICH REPLACED MELGAR. REFLECT A DETERMINATION TO 
CONTINUE EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE BORDER DISPUTE. THEY ALSO CON- 
FIRM THE EXPECTATION THAT PALMA WILL NOT TAKE OVER AS HEAD OF 
HONDURAS' NEGOTIATING TEAM. 
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